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LALANG-GARRAM–CAMDEN SOUND MARINE PARK 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.06 pm]: I am pleased to inform the house 
that, for the first time, Western Australia has a joint management agreement with Aboriginal traditional owners 
for a marine park. Last Thursday, representatives of the Dambimangari Aboriginal Corporation Inc and the 
Department of Parks and Wildlife signed a joint management agreement at a ceremony in Derby, which also 
celebrated the release of the final management plan for the Lalang-garram–Camden Sound Marine Park. The 
creation of Lalang-garram–Camden Sound Marine Park will ensure one of the country’s major humpback whale 
calving grounds is protected. The new marine park is one of two that the government has already created in the 
waters off the Kimberley coast, under the Liberal–National government’s $81.5 million Kimberley science and 
conservation strategy. The government has also committed to three further new marine parks in the Kimberley, 
at Horizontal Falls, north Kimberley and Roebuck Bay. The signing of the joint management agreement with the 
Dambimangari native title holders is the forerunner to an Indigenous land use agreement that will include 
support for ranger programs and other employment and training initiatives that will provide for the traditional 
owners to partner with the Department of Parks and Wildlife in looking after their land and sea country. 
Importantly, Dambimangari people will be able to build careers working on their country. I would like to thank 
the Dambimangari people for their work on finalising the management plan, and I look forward to the outcomes 
that can be achieved through their partnership with the Department of Parks and Wildlife in the years ahead. 

I also am pleased to inform the house that the Department of Parks and Wildlife has joined forces with the 
Kalumburu Aboriginal Corporation to help create a conservation corridor in the north Kimberley which, when 
completed, will extend from Prince Regent National Park in the west to Drysdale River National Park in the east. 
Over the next 12 months, Carson River station and the department will work together to muster cattle from 
across the pastoral leases and re-establish fences to enable better cattle management. They will also collaborate 
on wet season weed control programs, biodiversity surveys and the development of an agreed fire management 
plan, combining traditional burning knowledge with twenty-first century science. The joint management 
arrangements with the Dambimangari and Kalumburu Aboriginal Corporations have been made possible by 
amendments to the Conservation and Land Management Act 1984, which were progressed by the Liberal–
National government in 2011. They reflect our commitment to protecting the Kimberley while at the same time 
providing employment opportunities for traditional owners. These are just a few of the many positive outcomes 
being delivered through the Liberal–National government’s landmark Kimberley science and conservation 
strategy. 
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